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Mr. William Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Cable Inside Wiring
MM Docket No. 92-260,and RM No. 8380__==:====t

Dear Mr. Caton:

In accordance with Section 1.200 et seq. of the Commission's
rules, Liberty Cable Company ("Liberty"), by its attorneys, hereby
submits the two attached newspaper articles dated February 3, 1995,
and February 9, 1995, as further evidence to rebut the claim that
the problem of accessing inside wiring in MDUs is exclusively a
"New York issue". The attached articles illustrate the national
scope of this matter by highlighting the home wiring difficulties
which an MVPD in Nevada is facing in its efforts to compete against
an entrenched cable monopolist. If the Commission fails to amend
its existing cable inside wiring rules in the MDU context, the
problems discussed in the articles and raised by Liberty in its
filings in this proceeding will continue to occur throughout the
country and nascent competition will be stillborn.

Sincerely,

~.~N?~
Counsel for Liberty Cable

Company, Inc.
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i Tel, QuadraVision fight over equipment
• ilpartMents:
D~sputecenters on
who owns cables
attached to
buildings.
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QuadnVisJon officials contend "We've bouglal. installed alld
the ('~~le aM1Mcting 10 rcsldential COMPARING ~illlil.ncd (he C?blc an.rJ now Ihey 'ReNO
lcll:~t5tOIl $di at ilp.rlmcnh and Ihlnk they can f')luyhad onlo our
o\l\er m11ll'-hoosing dC\lc!{lpmenh TV $(....( m"c~lml:l\l," I&A~i.1T.f.
b.:!ongr.to Ihr owner or lhe proper- nIn. She said Tel h<li aYCl:lll~h
ty .1'et c .........• SeNes with ~i1rly aU of Ihe ;lJlarl mel1t I'
S~. to reaaain c.ompcl iii ve.. 00,(0)01 the estimated IlO.OOO compk",\'s in tlle,region that :l1l«?W ~/6/G-{'

1hey we heea ~ee}"n& 3f1proval househoidsinAenofSpasksaRd th~ company 10 \Rstall 3ntll1\Clm- ., -, -J
from OWrltrs 3"d rnana~crs lo gam l""afscnCily SefW;e j ive ed laIR the l';lhle.
access to the propcny - aDd ~rougheabJe ..s dlt' r And owncrstlip is ckar~, III Ibe
'nerefore 10' Iht cable Altnougn house SIOmdMdual ha.nds of Tel, v lInfl~sl said. nO! ing
QlJadraV~OR transmits it~ !Oignal .~.,... lhal c.:opi,,~ of lIgre~rnc!\ts have

ltv 1lntAlMlef... to rooranlennas, It abo needs a C:l- • ~., 10nnn.k .•_"'-Ser
ol

v~s been.M:nl toQuadraVision.
(;ilIZETrE.JOUINU,. bit, rJ""", .""",u~....... , ds,n ~he Buc R~ said he has \\:1 10 '>t."t-

"TCI doesn't Will'll to rooperale RenoCarson Cllyarea. SeNlclt (cnclusillt.' prooforo~'neAhip.
Top elle.cu,."e'i for Tel Cablm· with us anymore, so we've b«... '~deWeted thmtJ,gh a r.ahle ROS$lioOIkl Quad~Vision - .;eN- ,

s;~ or Nevada and iu 'maIler ri- foJa'd 10 lllkc lilts approach, We comccledlol 12- 10 H)-Jnch ing abcml 10.000 RCao-('.H~fl
val; QlJad~Vi$iol'1, alfCi: .he cable firmly br:tieft tnat peopf~ \Qould f11!Cfowave antenna. City \uhS<.-ribcB - prc"iousl~' was

., ., have a cboim" said Jam-=s Ross. able 10 work With TCl,
dC1,as)'Su:m arcom~httOQ, ural tJ man .._,- ..." m_D,,~ - " w:as OM' '''6-' !flailed 1& -i-

Bat they diffet sharply en wt'-tl. . Ross said lhe oowntn and man- clals say doe5n'1 a""". 'he Tn 5'1" ~ssi,~ly advcttist thai Ihings 1
thai means. agers of apartmel11 units are gillen nal. f\ dLJllliclle key 'i~;' d fleW locl ~an lu ,'nangc;' Ross ~aid, He :

"We welcome lbei r, compelition, a "hol~ harmleu" B:grl:~mell. to on 1hl: boll is sen\ 10 Tel Ih~ same saleS ~ .1IU1lual agrec,n~n\ amo,ng I'
Bul'lbty ",antlo lap mto Oltr cable case of kgal re~rcus.sIOns.. day. lechn~l,)n, of Ihe Iwo tOOlpanles
for h01hinft - and that's nol I rair Then, lecllnician! ~ul olT a lode "What Ihey'fC drnftg is incrcdu- crod\..:I t'lc last :Nar to <I poinl
~·"yto 80, • said uFawn Vannest, t'!n the cable bo. for 3lYC~" to Ihe lous. T"ey want somcthing fm whc-n: Tel wouldn'l !>ho'v LIp al :tp- .
ret general manager. hoc -- wh)ch QuadnaVI'SlOfl om- nothlnr,:' Vann~l or Tel said. pomlnf IlIrn'S.
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'QUadraVision~ Tel battle over apartment cable access
.....-..':

B'Y KRISTIN STOREY
Tribune tuft .

The cable television war is
beatimg up in the Truckee
Meailtm.

QodnIVJBioo, • local cable
televimoD provider. aays
~ lawe prot.ectinc B com
petitive marketplace, Tel
Cablirriaion rJf Nevada is pre
venting competltiOQ by 81Ufl.
a. table OPel"8ton. -_. •

8CCU8_.

~dn1Vision began pro
Yiding.a wire1ea cable system
in 1990. But the small compa
DJ~u.not surviTe enti~.y

withool cablea aod began
teeking access to established
ubl~ .in 'mal homes and
~tCODlJHele8.

'nle 8mall eompany had no
troubl~gaining cable aceess at
bouaa; aexording to Oenentl
.....aeec Jarna Raul but. il'.
a dif1,~nl lltOry at apart
mmta..

t\l'lJousea, the cDbtes are
~ by the homeowners,
1'CI ~d QuadraVisioo. repre
eenl$tlVeB agree. But cable
owne.i,'ship at the apartments

is in qu estJon. .Ross says
apartment. complexes OWU«8

ba.e control over the cablet in
the building, LaFawn
V-onen. general manager ~f
TO•••,. her company OWM
the cable8.

Vanoest estimated her
company has llJ1, agreement
with 98 pen:ent. of the apart
mest complou8 ill Sparks

lWdid1 -111:1 mainlaiD _the
eabhis CD the c~mpJex proper
ty while rnalntaining owner
ship of the. cable. She .says
QuadraVISion has been eaoseu
tially stealing TCJ property.

-We welcome oompetition.
we just won'~ give our equip
ment for them to do it,"
Vannest said.

Ttl uses a cable trammis
aioa w each subscriber while
Qu-draVlsion tranamits lis
teJevislon signnl to aD anten
na on the roof of the Jub
scriber and uses C3lbtes, like
the anea us.ed by ill competi·
tors, to dlrect the 6ignats to
the televisions.

In QuadraVlsion's early

days, the I.wu companles
worked together. onen
lDstal1en (rom the two compa
nies would agree to meet and
Tel employees would Gpen
the bollS needed for access to
the cables. Ross ~id hiB com~

pany began to complain about
that practice wheg bi~

employeee h.ed to wait for the
Tel instalten to arrin.

11Y st.rted espandinl ita
8.dV'~rtisingTel lilGpped being
cooperative. Vann6t Baid it
was C'.mployees, oot Tel man·
agement, who were cuopent·
ing with the QuadraVi15ioD
employees She says it wasu't
until Rosl complajoed that
Tel managers bew .bout
QuedraVieion'tl RCCess to their
equipment. She fllopped the
pradice only becaUJle it was
WTOnC, ahe said.

With the disagreement.
ov~r who owns the cables.
Ross ha5 been seeking
appro\'al from l'partment
owners to ac~~ cable boxe5
by cutting .locks. The lock is
replaced with a copy of the

new key immediately sent to
Tel. Ross said.

"We bad to either forgo
business or gSlo a~ceas for
ourselves,· Ross laid.

Vannest maintains Tel
owns the cables aDd shoulcl
not have lo lIubaidize the
other company, She ...,. cable
ownership wilt have to settled
in the court.a.

can be avoided.
"It W'outd not be to our

advaotage to go to court,"
Ros.s !laid. -rhey have greater
l'el;oorees and could tie it up
much longer than we could
affcrd.~

In the meant.ime, Ross is
reaching out to elected offi
ciials and the public hoping
Tef ",-ill be forced to come to a
conlpromise. There is little
chan~ that his company,
which only 6eN~ about. ODe

tenth the amount ofTel's ellS
tnmet bue of60 ,OOD, will enr
be a major compet.itor, Ross
admits.

"I just think people tIDould
have a cholce,'" he said.
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